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SUBJECT: IMPACT OF THE PERUVIAN ANTI- VELASCO COUP ON CENTRAL AMERICA 

1. ON AUGUST 29, 1975, 1 PAID A COURTESY CALL ON CORONEL HEBERTO 
SANCHEZ, MINISTER OF DEFENSE. DURING THE COURSE OF OUR CONVERSA- 
TION, THE MINISTER INFORMED ME THAT PRESIDENT VELASCO HAD BEEN 
REMOVED BY THE PERUVIAN 

ARMED FORCES AND REPLACED BY THE MORE 

MODERATE GENERAL FRANCISCO MORALES BERMUDEZ. THIS COUP, HE SAID, 
PRESAGED A SHIFT TO A LESS ANTI-U.S., PRO-THIRD WORLD LINE BY THE 
NEW PERUVIAN MILITARY GOVERNMENT. 

2. MINISTER SANCHEZ SAID THAT THE PERUVIAN COUP COULD HAVE A 
MODERATING IMPACT ON THE HONDURAN MILITARY JUNTA, WHICH 
INCLUDED A NUMBER OF OFFICERS INFLUENCED BY THE RADICAL EXAMPLE 
OF THE PERUVIAN REVOLUTION. HE REPEATED HIS CONCERN ABOUT POLITICAL 
TRENDS IN CENTRAL AMERICA, AND THE INCREASED EFFORTS BEING MADE 
BY ANTI-U.S. POLITICAL FORCES IN THE UNIVERSITIES, TRADE UNIONS, 
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MOST FRIENDLY TO THE U.S.: GUATEMALA, NICARAGUA AND HONDURAS. 

HE POINTED TO THE LEFTWARD SHIFT OF THE HONDURAN MILITARY JUNTA, 

THE RECRUDESCENCE OF RURAL GUERRILLA RCTIVITY IN GUMRTZTALA, AND 
THE PRO-CASTRO GUERRILLA EFFORTS IN NICARAGUA. 

3. HE WAS PARTICULARLY CONCERNED ABOUT HONDURAN POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENTS BECAUSE OF THE LONG FRONTIER WITH NICARAGUA, THE 
IMPOSSIBILITY OF CONTROLLING THE BORDER, AND THE USE OF HONDRUAS 
AS THE INFILTRATION ON ROUTE BY CASTRO-SUPPORTED GUERRILLAS IN 
THE PAST. HE WAS FEARFUL THAT PANAMA AND COSTA RICA ARE BECOMING 
THE FOCAL POINTS OF SOVIED BLOCK AND CASTRO ACTIVITIES IN CENTRAL 
AMERICAN. HE SAID THAT NICARAGUAN INTELLIGENCE HAS REPORTED 
FREQUENT MEETINGS IN PANAMA BETWEEN OFFICERS OF THE HONDURAN 
AND CUBAN ARMED FORCES. 

COMMENT: COLONEL SANCHEZ SEEMS TO BE WELL INFORMED ABOUT POLITICAL- 
MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS IN CENTRAL AMERICA, AND ESPECIALLY HONDURAS 
WHERE HE HAS CLOSE PERSONAL CONTACTS IN THE ARMED FORCES. HE IS 
OBVLOUSLY CONCERNED THAT HONDURAS MAY BECOME A BASE OF CASTRO- 
SUPPORTED INSURGENCY DIRECTED AGAINST NICARAGUA. WHILE THE 
BROAD OUTLINES OF HIS ASSESSMENT OF CUBAN INTENTIONS ARE CORRECT, 

THE DETAILS ARE SOMETIMES INACCRUATE OR OVERDRAWN. 

THEBERGE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT REFORM, POLITICAL MILITARY RELATIONS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 SEP 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975MANAGU03422 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750302-0763 
From: MANAGUA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750992/aaaaddwx.tel 

Line Count: 84 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 SEP 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 SEP 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <14 NOV 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: IMPACT OF THE PERUVIAN ANTI-VELASCO COUP ON CENTRAL AMERICA 
TAGS: PFOR, XK, NU, PE, US, (SANCHEZ, HERBERTO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



